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This special provision was developed by the Bureau of Design & Environment 
and the Bureau of Local Roads to comply with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG) and the Illinois Accessibility Code for 
detectable warnings.  It replaces the BDE special provision, “Curb Ramps for 
Sidewalk”. 
 
This special provision should be inserted into contracts as required.  
Detectable warnings are required at curb ramps, medians and pedestrian 
refuge islands, at-grade railroad crossings, transit platform edges, and other 
locations where pedestrians are required to cross a hazardous vehicular way.  
Detectable warnings are also required where walks cross alleys and 
commercial entrances when permanent traffic control devices are present.  
These requirements apply when the curb ramp (or locations listed above) is 
being newly constructed or reconstructed.  Retrofitting existing facilities for 
detectable warnings is not required. 
 
The districts should include the BDE Check Sheet marked with the applicable 
special provisions for the August 5, 2005 and subsequent lettings.  The Project 
Development and Implementation Section will include a copy in the contract. 
 
This special provision will be available on the transfer directory April 22, 2005. 
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DETECTABLE WARNINGS (BDE) 
 
Effective:  August 1, 2005 
 
Replace Articles 424.08 – 424.12 of the Standard Specifications with the following: 
 

“ 424.08 Curb Ramps.  Curb ramps shall be constructed according to the Americans with 
Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG), the Illinois Accessibility Code, and as shown 
on the plans. 

 
Curb ramps shall be constructed to the same thickness as the adjacent sidewalk with a 

minimum thickness of 100 mm (4 in.). 
 
424.09 Detectable Warnings.  Detectable warnings shall consist of a surface of truncated 

domes meeting the requirements of the ADAAG and the details shown on the plans. 
 
Detectable warnings shall be installed at curb ramps, medians and pedestrian refuge 

islands, at-grade railroad crossings, transit platform edges, and other locations where 
pedestrians are required to cross a hazardous vehicular way.  Detectable warnings shall also be 
installed at alleys and commercial entrances when permanent traffic control devices are 
present.  The installation shall be an integral part of the walking surface and only the actual 
domes shall project above the walking surface. 

 
The product or method used for installing detectable warnings shall come with the following 

documents which shall be given to the Engineer prior to use. 
 
(a) Manufacturer’s certification stating the product is fully compliant with the ADAAG. 

 
(b) Manufacturer’s five year warranty. 

 
(c) Manufacturer’s specifications stating the required materials, equipment, and installation 

procedures. 
 

Products that are colored shall be colored their entire thickness. 
 
The materials, equipment, and installation procedures used shall be according to the 

manufacturer’s specifications. 
 
424.10 Backfill.  After the concrete has been cured, the spaces along the edges of the 

sidewalk and ramps shall be backfilled with approved material.  The material shall be 
compacted until firm and the surface neatly graded. 

 
424.11 Disposal of Surplus Material.  Surplus or waste material shall be disposed of 

according to Article 202.03. 
 



424.12 Method of Measurement.  This work will be measured for payment in place and 
the area computed in square meters (square feet).  Curb ramps will be measured for payment 
as sidewalk.  No deduction will be made for detectable warnings located within the ramp. 

 
Detectable warnings will be measured for payment in place and the area computed in 

square meters (square feet). 
 
Earth excavation will be measured for payment according to Article 202.07. 
 
424.13 Basis of Payment.  This work will be paid for at the contract unit price per square 

meter (square foot) for PORTLAND CEMENT CONCRETE SIDEWALK, of the thickness 
specified. 

 
Detectable warnings will be paid for at the contract unit price per square meter (square foot) 

for DETECTABLE WARNINGS. 
 
Earth excavation will be paid for according to Article 202.08.” 
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